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Mission
The Tahoe-Baikal Institute (TBI) develops future environmental leaders and promotes 

international cultural understanding and global cooperation in meeting environmental 
challenges through inspiring, place-based watershed education exchanges between two of 

the world’s premiere freshwater ecosystems: Lake Tahoe in the Sierra Nevada and 
Lake Baikal in southern Siberia.

Message from the Executive Director:

During my academic training as an environmental educator, one of the concepts that 
resonated most deeply with me was that of “Sense of Place.”  The idea is that building 
a connection to a certain place—a back yard, a local hiking area, a favorite vacation 
destination, or even a more famous natural wonder like Yosemite—can significantly 
increase a person’s motivation to protect other places and participate in conservation 
behaviors.

Although it is not explicitly part of our mission statement or formal goals, I believe that 
instilling a “sense of place” is one of the most important things we do at the Tahoe-
Baikal Institute.  Although our educational programs are designed to give participants 
skills that will be applicable in any watershed around the world, one of the keys to our 
success is the connection that our participants are able to make with Lake Tahoe and 

Lake Baikal.  As you can see from our alumni who are quoted throughout this report, the emotional bonds formed 
during our programs are often just as important an influence in their future careers as the technical skills they gain.

As I look back on the path that lead me to my position as Executive Director at the Tahoe-Baikal Institute, there are 
many places that have helped motivate me and have made me passionate about water issues and the environment.  
Interestingly, most of these places are lakes: tiny Galway Lake in upstate New York, where I spent summer afternoons 
swimming with my cousins as a child; Hapgood Pond in Vermont where I had my first job, working as a campground 
caretaker; Lake Champlain in Vermont, where I had my first opportunities to delve into field work and the natural 
sciences, and Lake Baikal, where I spent a year and a half conducting my graduate research.  As you can see, my 
connections to these various places have culminated in a deep passion for the work I do today.  

As the Tahoe-Baikal Institute enters our next decade of programming, I 
encourage each of you—our supporters—to consider the places that you feel 
the deepest connection to in your heart. Is it Lake Tahoe?  Or perhaps Lake 
Baikal? Or maybe it is a smaller, more personal site.  No matter where that 
place is, by supporting our work, you are helping to preserve and protect that 
place…and all the others like it that are loved by each of the individuals who 
participates in one of our educational programs.

Thank you for your passion and support,

Jennifer Smith-Lee
TBI Executive Director

2010 Staff List
Executive Director: Jennifer Smith-Lee
Programs Director: Jon Green
Assistant Programs Coordinator, Sierra Nevada AmeriCorps member: Sarah Bowers
Russian Programs Director: Natalia Luzhkova
Irkutsk Programs Coordinator: Vera Kuklina
Ulan Ude Program Coordinator: Zhargalma Alymbaeva
Financial Manager: Karen Hodges
Campaign Administrator: Silke Rover
Interpreters: Natalia Malova, Elizabeth Kruger

Jennifer at the Baikal Day 
celebration in Irkutsk, 
September 2010.

One of Jennifer’s newest favorite places, 
Frolikha River, which flows into the 

northern end of Lake Baikal. 
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Message from the Chair:

Dear TBI Supporters,
In 1988 a group of Soviet and American students met at a Helenski 
bilateral youth conference.  There they forged strong bonds and became 
inspired to pursue a novel concept to build cultural understanding 
between their nations in the waning days of the Cold War.  Navigating 
through complex political headwinds, the students ultimately managed 
to win separate endorsements of their idea from Gorbachev and Reagan 
themselves, as well as Perez de Cuellar, the then-Secretary General of 
the United Nations. The first exchange of delegations took place in the 

summer and fall of 1990 at spectacular lakes in each country.  The Tahoe-Baikal Institute was born.

2010 marked the 20th Anniversary of TBI, a milestone representing longevity and success nonprofits 
rarely achieve.  Of course, your support and involvement contributed enormously to our success.

To date, more than 380 young environmental leaders have taken part in our educational exchanges.  
These participants have completed more than 120 on-the-ground research and restoration 
projects, through collaboration with more than 40 local partner agencies at Tahoe and Baikal. 
After completing our programs, our alumni have gone on to hold decision-making positions in 
government agencies, educational institutions, and environmental industries throughout the world. 
Your charitable support of TBI has allowed us to attract extremely talented and motivated young 
applicants and provide them with a life-changing experience that influences their professional 
career-decisions. 

Although we were proud to celebrate the accomplishments of the previous 20 years, we also 
had numerous noteworthy achievements during 2010. For example, we made significant strides 
towards our goals of contributing to on-the-ground protection of the two lakes where we work. 
•	 Our Summer Environmental Exchange (SEE) participants conducted 192 hours of labor doing 

hands-on restoration work with the California Tahoe Conservancy and trail-building work 
with the Tahoe Rim trail, as well as 48 hours of restoration work in Yosemite National Park.  

•	 At Lake Baikal, our participants conducted 192 hours of labor helping to build and maintain 
hiking trails in the Baikalskii Reserve (Zapovednik), in collaboration with the Great Baikal 
Trail Association.  

•	 Additionally, this year’s SEE took part in nine short-term research projects, which are detailed 
on pages 4-6 of this report.  

These numbers represent one year out of the 20 that we have worked hard to improve and protect 
the natural environment at Lakes Tahoe and Baikal through on–site projects.  Our professional 
and highly capable TBI staff work tirelessly to deliver remarkable results each year, and 2011 is 
shaping up to represent another banner year for the organization. 

TBI enjoyed hosting so many of you at the 
20th Anniversary Gala, which was held at 
Heavenly’s Lakeview Lodge in July 2010.  
Mark your calendars now for this year’s 
Annual Friendraiser, to be held in the same 
spectacular location on July 1, 2011.

We look forward to another 20 years of 
success and collaboration!

Bruce Ledesma
Chairman of the Board

TBI alum and former Executive Director Tony Brunello 
discusses his current work on climate change issues in 

California with the 2010 SEE program participants.  

TBI Board Chair Bruce 
Ledesma with his family.
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Programs Overview
During 2010, the Tahoe-Baikal Institute  conducted four diverse educational programs, each successfully 
reaching a distinct audience and helping to promote greater understanding and collaboration related 
to watershed management at Lake Tahoe and Lake Baikal. Our 2010 programs included:
•	 The annual Summer Environmental Exchange (SEE), focused primarily on watershed and 

environmental education and science;
•	 Environmental Education Workshops in the Baikal Region, taught by USFS Lake Tahoe Basin 

Management Unit representative Joy Barney and TBI Executive Director Jennifer Smith-Lee for 
local teachers and other educators in the Baikal region;

•	 A Buryat-Washoe Exchange program, focused on a cultural exchange between the native people 
of Tahoe and Baikal; 

•	 A weekend workshop at Tahoe exploring professional careers in Natural Resource Management 
for Mongolian immigrant youth living in Sacramento.

All together, more than 130 people from three countries participated directly in our educational 
programs and workshops in 2010.  Additionally, these 130 participants interacted with numerous 
local community members (program presenters, homestay hosts, event attendees, classroom students) 
in California and  Nevada, as well as multiple communities around Lake Baikal in Russia.  

Each of the programs is summarized on this page, with additional details about the  results of the SEE Program Research Projects on 
the following pages.

Programs

Summer Environmental Exchange (SEE)
Location: Lake Tahoe—USA and Lake Baikal—Russia

Audience: 12 young environmental leaders, including two Mongolians, five Russians (all from the Baikal region), and five 
Americans from across the USA.

Program Summary: This annual program is a unique hands-on, multi-disciplinary educational program aimed at undergraduate 
and graduate students as well as young professionals. Each year, participants from Russia, Mongolia, and the USA spend several 
weeks in California followed by several weeks in Siberia studying the current watershed management issues at these two unique 
lakes.  The curriculum includes small group investigative projects, restoration work, meetings with local experts, and interactive 
workshops.  The program integrates environmental, economic, and social concerns by blending scientific work, restoration 
work, and training.  Participants are guided by top scientists, policy makers, and business people in both countries.  Cultural 
and intellectual exchange that takes place among participants facilitates exploration of new perspectives and provokes creative 
thinking about approaches to today’s watershed management challenges.  

Please see pages 4 through 6 for detailed descriptions of the investigative projects conducted by this 
year’s SEE participants.

Nadya Tsareva recording the 
locations of invasive Cheat Grass

Environmental Education Workshops in the Baikal Region
Location: Lake Baikal region, including Irktusk, Tankoi, Ulan Ude, and Severobaikalsk

Audience: Over 100 school teachers and environmental educators from protected areas and NGO’s

Program Summary: In September 2010, Tahoe-Baikal Institute Executive Director, Jennifer Smith-Lee, 
and US Forest Service Conservation Education Specialist Joy Barney traveled to the Lake Baikal region 
of Russia to help local partners develop capacity for planning and conducting short- 
and long-term environmental awareness events at Lake Baikal in the coming years. 

There were three main aspects to the trip funded by this grant: 1) teaching 
environmental education methods to teachers and other educators for use in their 
lessons, 2) “Training the Trainers”—teaching educators already aware of these 
methods how to train others in their effective use, and 3) helping our colleagues 
at the Great Baikal Trail and Tahoe-Baikal Institute create interactive educational 
activities designed for the Baikal Day festivities, a large community celebration 
organized by the local natural resource management agency. Top: Joy Barney presenting a lesson about 

“indicator species.” Bottom: students in 
Severobaikalsk taking part in one of Joy’s lessons.
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Programs

Mongolian Youth Workshop: Career Paths in 
Natural Resources
As a part of our effort to increase our connections to the Mongolian portion of the Baikal 
watershed, TBI has been reaching out to recent immigrants from Mongolia, who are now 
residing in California and other areas of the US.  It is in large part thanks to these new 
partnerships that we have been able to develop the capacity to include eight days in 
Mongolia within the curriculum of our Summer Environmental Exchange in 2011.

Location: Lake Tahoe, California

Audience: Eleven teenagers from Mongolian immigrant families. 

Program Summary: In August, TBI hosted a weekend “retreat” program at Fallen Leaf Lake for Mongolian immigrant teens 
living in the Sacramento area.  The goal of the program was to connect the youth, who are currently living in an urbanized area, 
with nature, as well as to show them possible career paths within the field of Natural Resource Management. Leaders of the 
Mongolian Immigrant Community in Sacramento are concerned that the youth of their community are losing the connection 
to nature that plays an important role in their native culture, and that these high school students are rarely exposed to careers 
that would allow them to develop their interest in the outdoors into a viable profession.  The participating students received 
an understanding of the Tahoe environment and the challenges to the region’s protection and restoration; they learned about 

professions that it takes to do resource projects and environmental 
education; they experienced the Taylor Creek Rainbow Trail with a 
naturalist who taught them about wetland functions and aquatic/fish 
habitats.  They also experienced “camping out” with evening fireside 
meals and recreating along the shoreline of Fallen Leaf Lake.

Washoe-Buryat Exchange
Location: Lake Tahoe and Northern Nevada

Audience: Five Buryat cultural leaders from the Baikal Region

Program Summary: Through the generous support of a grant from the Christensen Fund, the Tahoe-Baikal Institute facilitated 
an exchange between indigenous peoples of Lake Baikal region (Buryat) and Lake Tahoe region (Washoe).  In October, a small 
group of Buryat cultural leaders traveled from Siberia to northern Nevada to meet with representatives of the Washoe Tribe. The 
goal of the exchange was to support the development of long-term collaboration for the purpose of reviving indigenous natural 
resource management systems, strengthening of their traditional self-governance institutions and educating the youth of their 
respective nations. 

A current concern for the Buryat people is how to effectively work with government agencies to ensure the protection and 
preservation of their sacred sites. The Buryat delegation benefited from the opportunity to hear about successes and challenges 
from the Washoe’s experiences with similar issues, as well as from the opportunity to meet with and learn about the State and 
Federal agencies who are responsible for promoting Native American Interests in the United States. During their visit with the 
Paiute Tribe at Pyramid Lake, the Buryat delegation also received valuable information about approaching development issues 
with various levels of government. This experience also reinforced the bonding of Buryat with Native Americans because of the 
similarities in values, ceremonies and culture. An added outcome was the establishment 
of a “sister school” project connecting the Diamond Valley School of Markleeville with 
a Russian K-6 school in Ust-Ordynsky.  Both schools have a mix of indigenous and non-
indigenous people providing similar environments for experiencing multi-cultural learning.  
Over time this may lead to long-term relationships of those students involved.

In addition to the technical lessons learned during the exchange, the program also fostered 
long-term cultural ties between the Buryat and Washoe people.  The delegates and local 
representatives bonded though discussions of mutual efforts to revitalize their native 
language, traditional culture and youth engagement.  In the longer term, the Buryat and 
Washoe people have now established a strong network of key leaders who are actively 
engaged in working with their respective governments, and who are enhancing their 
traditional learning programs. 

From Left: TBI Board Members Bob Harris 
and Lana Hicks with Erjen Khamaganova 

(TBI ‘97) and exchange participant in 
traditional Buryat dress. 

The people I interacted with during my time 
in TBI, without a doubt, changed my life 
and helped me to become the person I am 
today. That goes for both the participants 
themselves and the TBI staff who I became 
close with.
Mason Thomas (TBI ’08), Graduate Deck Officer, Great Lakes 
Maritime Academy; Kingsley, MI

Participants of the Career Paths Workshop at Taylor 
Creek Visitor Center.
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SEE Program Research Projects

Tahoe Projects

Upper Truckee Marsh Vegetation Survey (sponsored by the California Tahoe Conservancy and the Tahoe 
Resource Conservation District)

Objectives: The data collected during the project will assist the project planning of an upcoming 
restoration project on the Upper Truckee Marsh in order to restore natural ecosystem functions and to 
improve water quality, terrestrial and aquatic habitats, and vegetation. 

Results: By conducting an Aquatic Invasive Species survey, the project group found that invasive species 
are present and often in abundance in the marsh.  They discussed the impact on permitting and planning 
and concluded that adaptive management would be necessary. After doing vegetation monitoring, they 
concluded that it should be done on an annual basis throughout and after the restoration project. The 
changes they expect to occur are changes in species composition and biomass as well as an increase in 
groundwater. Lastly, they created both excavation and non-excavation water flow path proposals for the 
Upper Truckee Marsh.

Baseline Monitoring for Upper Truckee River Restoration Project (Sponsored by 
the California Tahoe Conservancy)

Objectives: The primary goals of this project were to collect baseline (pre-project) 
vegetation monitoring data for a large-scale river restoration project along the 
Upper Truckee River, providing project planners with information about soil 
layers, plant diversity, and remnant channels within the project site. 

Results: The project group conducted a soil survey to assess the depth of the 
lacustrine layer in meadow areas.  Additionally, their vegetation monitoring 
showed a relationship between the ground water level and the distribution of 
plant functional groups.  Using GIS software, they created a map showing the 
depths to this soil layer as well as the remnant channels in the meadow including 
all potential blockages and a suggested route for channel reactivation.  Project Leader Shelby Perry (California Tahoe 

Conservancy) helps participants measure soil layers 
along the Upper Truckee River.

2010 Research Projects
For two weeks at both Tahoe and Baikal, our Summer Environmental Exchange (SEE) program participants took part in small 
group investigative projects, which were sponsored and led by TBI’s local partners. A key component of the SEE program 
curriculum, these projects are meant to be a hands-on learning experience for the participants, exposing them to current 
scientific field methods and analytical techniques. The projects also benefit the sponsoring agencies and local communities by 
providing meaningful scientific data that can be applied to contemporary conservation issues.  In 2010, participants took part 
in one of four projects at Tahoe and one of three projects at Baikal.  The objectives and results of each of these nine projects 
are listed on the following pages.

My participation in TBI was one of the most 
memorable experiences in my life: new friends, 
new impressions, knowledge, social interactions, 
professional connections, English language 
practice and an introduction to a different 
culture. During those 10 weeks, I learned more 
things than any other 10 weeks in my life.
Elena Sanets, PhD (TBI ’03), Senior Researcher, Institute for Nature 
Management of the National Academy of Sciences; Belarus

A specimen found 
during the Aquatic 

Invasives Survey. 

Project participants walk the beach 
along the Upper Truckee Marsh looking 
for aquatic invasive species.
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Local Map of Cultural Interests for the Village of Tankhoi (sponsored by the 
Irkutsk V.B.Sochava Institute of Geography)
Objectives: The objective of this project was to create a tourist brochure with 
points of local and historical interest in the village of Tankhoi. The brochure 
will be available to visitors through the local nature preserve and will serve as 
a guide for visitors to the village.  Additionally, the project aimed to assess the 
opportunities and challenges for tourism development in the village.

Results: In additional to designing the map (show to the right) and the 
brochure, the project group made the following recommendations for how 
the village might draw more tourists: 1) Include local stakeholders in tourism 
development, 2) Establish informational signs at the locations of local and 
historical interests throughout the village, 3) Enlarge the map created for the 
“Discovering Tankhoi” brochure and make signs to place at either end of the 
village for incoming tourists to see, 4) Increase local resident knowledge about 

potential tourism opportunities (cafes, home-stays, organized excursions, water sports, equipment rentals, souvenir shops, etc), 
5) Establish more trash cans along the shore of Lake Baikal, and 6) Improve infrastructure along the shore for better tourism 
organization (construction of toilets, fire pits, as well as solid and liquid waste containers).

SEE Program Research Projects

Forest Restoration Multimedia Production (sponsored by the US Forest Service-Lake Tahoe 
Basin Management Unit)

Objectives: The goal of this project was to create interpretive signs that will help the general 
public to understand management practices on the USFS Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, 
specifically on the Blackwood Creek Restoration 
Project.

Results: The project group designed five 
informative interpretive signs , which explain 
the importance of watershed conservation in 
the Lake Tahoe Basin, specifically the history 

and restoration of Blackwood Creek. The panels designed by the group will be 
constructed and installed on-site to educate the general public.

Flammable Invasive Species Mapping (sponsored by the Tahoe Resource 
Conservation District)

Objectives: The goal of this project was to create a complete GIS map displaying 
the current distribution of flammable invasive weed species in the south shore area of Lake Tahoe [specifically Cheat Grass 
(Bromus tectorum L)]. This map will be used to raise awareness of what role these flammable plants may play in the fire regime 
of the Tahoe area, as well as to inform management decisions about the removability of these plants. 

Results:  The project group found that cheat grass grows in all soil types in Tahoe, although its distribution in each area varies. 
In meadows it is established only in disturbed areas, and has not yet out-competed native species otherwise; in forests, there 
is no major establishment of cheat grass and it is only found on trails; on beaches there are sparse patches with no major 
establishment; in the Angora burn area it is equally as prevalent as 
in other non-disturbed soil areas; it is extremely prevalent in wet 
marshland areas.  Due to the prevalence in marshland areas and 
along roadways, total eradication of this invasive species is very 
unlikely.

Baikal Projects (continued on next page)

My TBI experience has helped me consider all 
sides of an issue or on-the-ground situation 
when dealing with the logistical, political, 
and scientific aspects of salmon habitat 
restoration.
Jason Anderson (TBI’ 02), Habitat Program Manager, Stilly-
Snohomish Fisheries Enhancement Task Force; Arlington, WA

One of the interpretive panels designed for the 
Blackwood Creek Restoration Project. 

Project participants working 
on designs for their interpretive 
panels.

Tankhoi map depicting local points of interest 
developed by project participants.
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SEE Program Research Projects

Assessment of Present Anthropogenic Impacts on the “Jungles of Khamar-Daban” Eco-
Trail (sponsored by the Irkutsk V.B. Sochava Institute of Geography)

Objectives: The goal of this project was to determine the anthropogenic load on the 
eco-trail by examining the current environmental conditions and determining the 
mitigation measures necessary to offset impacts of trail construction and use by tourists. 

Results: The project group determined that the trail could have a number of potential 
impacts on the soil, the vegetation, and landscape, including loss of topsoil, change 
in the depth of  the organic layer, root loss due to soil compaction, increased erosion, 
introduction of invasive species and loss of species diversity, and a possibility  of 
“anthropogenic swamps” developing in depressions through wet meadows. To 
lessen these impacts, the group recommended regular monitoring of erosion and soil 
compaction, as well as plant species diversity, along the trail and highly sensitive areas 
should be protected from over use.  The anthropogenic impact can also be lessened by 
creating designated toilets and by creating rest areas made of rock. There should be an attempt to maintain the balance between 
ecological preservation and the promotion of eco-tourism.

Landscape and Tour Research on the Vydrinnaya River Interpretive Trail at the Baikal State Nature Biosphere Preserve 
(sponsored by the Irkutsk Institute of Geography)

Objective: The goals of this project were to create geo-botanical descriptions of the landscapes found on the Vydrinnaya River 
Interpretive Trail, to identify sections of trail that may be of particular interest to visitors, to suggest sections of trail that need 
improvement, and to recommend environmental education programs or activities to be conducted on the trail. The results of 
the project will enable the Preserve lessen the load on existing interpretive trails and also attract new or more visitors to the 
Preserve.

Results: The group created an official document describing the trail and documented points of interest in words and photographs. 
They found that the geo-botanical landscapes on this section of the trail contain little diversity 
in terrain but greater diversity of plant species and that in its current state, the trail is serviceable 
for small groups up to the second rest site. They recommended widening and clearing of the 
trail to soil, installation of two bridges, rerouting of certain portions of the trail (such as through 
extremely wet and marshy areas), creation of switchbacks on steep sections to lessen erosion 
and make the trail safer, upgrading the existing fire rings, and installation of interpretive signage 
along the trail.

Soil measurements are an indicator 
of anthropogenic impact.

Creation of 
switchbacks 

would minimize 
trail erosion.

TBI helped me think about the many facets of both 
social/cultural and physical knowledge that truly 
go into making conservation effective. I hope to 
bring that awareness to my graduate work at UNC.
Pavithra Kathanadhi (TBI ’08), Graduate Student, Department of 
Geography, University of North Carolina; Chapel Hill, NC

I really appreciated my time with TBI and the perspective 
that it provided me regarding watershed-scale management. 
Throughout my participation, I learned that it takes all kinds 
of people, comprised of various interests and priorities, and 
all kinds of organizations to maintain the necessary checks 
and balances of watershed/water resource management.
Kayla Berry (TBI ’10), Graduate Student (Hydrogeology), University of Nevada 
Reno; Reno, NV

TBI’s Russian Program Coordinators 
giving participants an orientation to the 

environmental issues of the Baikal Region.



2010 Annual Report Page 7

TBI’s Annual Support Campaign begins 
March 1st. Contact our office to be a volunteer 

fundraiser or to make your annual pledge!

2010 Financials

Programs 87%

Fundraising 6%
Admin 7%

Programs = $214,922.00

Fundraising = $14,822.00

Admin = $17,293.00

Tahoe Baikal  Institute
Program Allocations

Fiscal Year 2010

TBI’s programs are made possible by contributions from individuals, corporations, organizations, and 
small businesses, organizations through charitable donations, program fees, foundation and government 
grants and participant sponsorships, and special events and other contributions.

I learned how team work is crucial for the 
success of a project. It was enlightening to 
solve problems in an international team, with 
different input and attitudes coming together 
to create a better effect. My TBI experience 
was an unforgettable and formative one.”
Oleg Lyubinskiy (TBI ’96), Post Doctoral Student, 
Max-Delbruck Center for Molecular Medicine; Berlin, 
Germany
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Contributors
2010 Donors
Thanks to the support of the following individuals, foundations, organizations, and businesses, TBI continues to inspire young 
people and professionals from all over the world. Names in bold are program alumni who continue to support our work.

Founders ($5000 to $9999)
Chevron Corporation
Tom Dinwoodie
Chet Pipkin
John and Linde Ravize
Arthur B. Schultz

Partners ($2500 to $4999)
Peter Aschenbrenner
Susanne and James Burton
Global Greengrants Fund
League to Save Lake Tahoe
Bruce Ledesma and 

Cheryl  Sendaydiego
Bill and Carole Morgan
Patricia and Robert Ronald
Jamie and Steven Zissis

Benefactors ($1500 to $2499)
Gary Cook
Bill Mulligan and 

Kimberly Kernan
Helen and Joe Pickering
Christopher Stone and 

Jana Menard
Tom and Anemone Tiglon
Tom Werner

Patrons ($1,000 to $1,4999)
David and Shirley Allen
B. T. Rocca, Jr.  Foundation

Richard and Connie Frank
Charles and Nancy Goldman
Robert and Colleen Harris
Tom Mertens and 

Barbara Krause
Bud and Pam Sheble
Howard and Lisa Wenger

Investors ($500 to$999)
Dennis Arriola and 

Janet Winnick
Don Bently
William Brock
Paul and Mary Carrillo
Elsa and Dennis Carroll
George and Wilma Cobbe
Ryan and Darcie Collins
Barry and Jenny Crosthwaite
Arline Duker
Jerry and Linda Goodman
John Gussman
Heavenly Mountain Resort
Billy and Karen Hodges
Shirley Hort
Jack Jorgenson and 

Sallie DeGallie
Gary and Linda Litton
Glenn and Mary Miller
Marty Neese and 

Kimberly Ventre
Geoff and Sharon Schladow
Kathy Schulz and Ed Vance
Lida Sclocchini
Kathleen and Dan Shugar
Thomas W. Smith

Leaders ($250 to $499)
Gregory Anderson and 

Kathy Sikorski
Anonymous
Margaret Barret
Max Bernstein
Kevin Brown
Lawrence Crofutt
Chris and Celeste Dier
Bruce Eisner and Sandy Hill
Environmental Incentives
Robert Erlich
Daniel Greenberg
Kenneth and Janet Gray Hayes
Manny Hernandez
Craig Hunter and 

Kyung Namkoong
Mark and Andrea Judge
John Kiely and D. Lee Goble

Sarah Kliegman
Krause Taylor Associates
Latham and Watkins LLP
Warren and Lindy Lilian
Ed McCarthy
Edwin McCauley
Howard and Nancy Mel
Andrea Moore
Pacific Carving--Terry Woodall
Jay and Rosa Peir
Camilla Saviz
Sierra Pizza
David and Diane Sigman
Harold & Pam Singer
Karen and Rufus Smith
Jeremy Sokulsky and 

Michelle Sweeney
Michael Stanley and 

Naomi Hughes
Jerry and Sandra Wooten
Margaret and Gene Yates
Craig and Mary Young

Sustainers ($100-$249)
Anonymous
Jim Allison
Nazir and Mary Ansari
Paul and Alice Baker
Joshua and Jacquelyn Barten
Derek and Victoria Beal
Larry and Erlene Benevento
Julie Blunden and 

Robert Morgan
Douglas and Leslie Brown
Wayne and Bibbits Brown
Louise and Salvadore Butera
Charles Butler
Patrick and Deb Byrne
Brian Carnes and 

Erin McCauley
Anu Carroll
Bobby Jo Close
Coyote Grill
Dr. Garniss H. Curtis and 

Ann Pierpont
John and Joanne Daniels
Ginger Davis-Nicolay and

Joshua Davis
Janina Deguzman
Frankie Sue DelPapa
Joe Dew and Marcella 

Renteria-Dew
Brynda and John Dobson
Mary and Bob Dodge
Jacque and Keith Duncan

Karin Edwards
Lew Feldman
Marie Ferguson
Morgan Fessler
Tom and Nancy Fiene
Peter and Karen Fink
Fran Fisher
Greta Gilbert
David Gilroy and 

Elizabeth Walsh
Amir and Amy Golan
Steven Goldman
Walter and Cynthia Grady
Bill and Waldie Graham
Jocelyn Gray
Arnold and Mary Green
Jon Green
Betty Harris
Jim Hart
Jim and Gloria Hildinger
Charles and Christine Holloway
Eileen Hoyt
Jon and Sharon Kahn
Lauri Kemper and 

Catherine Schoen
Doris and Ed Kliegman
Hanna Kliegman
Carolee Kokola and 

Anthony Smith
William Krause and Judy Cline
Barbara Kutzen
Jean Lane
Ray and Diane LeDesma
Steve and Ceyonne Ledesma
Douglas and Marian Leisz
Lowell Lewis
Derek Lieberman and 

Linda Temple
James and Claudia Looney
Maid In Tahoe
Blythe Marshman
Steve and Donna Marshman
John and Donna Martinez
Linda Massey
Dennis Matsunaga
Sylvia McLaughlin
Linda McNamara
Morton and Carolyn Meiers
Cynthia Mertens and Jim Rowan
Steve and Carol Mertens
Alan and Janice Meyer
Stephanie Mooers
Julie Nachtwey
Darlene and Dennis Neeley
Elyse Niemann

SEE program participants Chimgee 
Ganbold (Mongolia) and Kayla 
Berry (USA) recording data points 
in the Upper Truckee Marsh.

Champions ($10,000 and up)

The Clorox Company

Alberta Steele Estate

Trust for Mutual Understanding USFS International Programs

Arthur and Joanne Hall

The Christensen Fund
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In kind Donors
TBI minimizes expenses through lean, efficient operations and generous in-kind support from many individuals and partner 
organizations. TBI thanks the following for their assistance, time, equipment, homes and facilities, and much more:

Joy and Paul Barney
California Conservation Corps
California Tahoe Conservancy
Gary Cook
Fort Ross State Park
Robert and Colleen Harris 
IRIE Rafting
Ginger Janssen
Kayak Tahoe
Alexander, Helene, and Vadim Kolosvich
Lake Tahoe Community College
Jacques Landy and Rebecca Bryson

Bruce Ledesma and Cheryl Sendaydiego
Maria Mircheva and John Pickett
LightHawk
Lisa O’Daly
Jana Menard and Christopher Stone
Thomas Mertens and Barbara Krause
Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation
Silke Rover and Bill Abiko
Enid Schreibman
Bud and Pam Sheble
Sierra Nevada AmeriCorps Partnership
Karen and Rufus Smith

South Lake Tahoe Refuse
Tahoe Environmental Research Center
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
Tahoe Resource Conservation District
University of California, Davis
University of Nevada Reno
USFS Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit
Vail Resorts (Heavenly Mountain Resort)
Washoe Tribe of California and Nevada
Yosemite National Park

Contributors
Richard and Marsha Niemann
John and Ann O’Flynn
Phyllis Orlando and 

Michael Gianfagna
Frank Panayotou
Nick Panayotou
Nick and Penelope Panayotou
Sara Pierce
Ben Pignatelli
Michael and Debora Pignatelli
Ignacio Pina
Ephraim and Babette Radner
Cory Ritchie
Nyla Rodgers
Elizabeth Ross
Ruth Rouvier
Silke Rover and Bill Abiko
Scott Ruegg
Rasa Sceponaviciute
Coleen Shade and 

David Fournier
Debra Sharkey
Clara Shin
Rachel Sigman
Anna and Karen Simmons
Mary Small
Stephen and Lois Smallwood
Jennifer Smith-Lee and Do Lee
Zane and B.B. Smith
William Stephens
Dan Sussman
Rick Thalhammer
Mason Thomas
John and Roxane Upton
John and Emily Van Uden
Dr. and Mrs. Denzil Verardo
Bonnie and Ed Waybright
Roger and Cynthia Webster
Robert Williams and Carol 
Mayer Marshall
Dwight Wilson and Nancy 
Browne Wilson
Howard and Barbara Wilson
Bill Wilson and Sandy Davison
William and Karen Wilson
Marion Wittmann
Kathie Wong

Friends (up to $99)
Grace Abiko
Ralph Alvarez
Aspen Hollow

Mary Bennington
Jack and Betty Bernstein
Blue Angel Cafe
Sarah Bowers
Mark and Mindy Bowles
Mara Bresnik and Dan Eaton
Keith and Jeanne Brown
Shawn Butler
Mike Catino
Joseph and Mary Cech
Debbie Chapman
Michael and Betty Chapman
Charles and 

Lisa Marie Comartin
John and Julie Connolly
Dan Deegan
Kevin Dick and Sandra Carroll
Christopher and Patricia Disney
Michael and Brenda Donahoe
Leedy Dunkle and 

Albert Orozco
Electric Pencil
Mary Ford
Jenny and Andrew Hatch
Kim Carr and John Friedrich
David and Maria Garcia
Jim and Beth Gibson
Daniel Goodman
Ryon Gray
Barbara Green
Steve and Donna Green
Melissa Haeffner
Andrew and Michelle Harris
Scott and Jenine Harris
Kendra Hatcher
Ursula and Jeffrey Heffernon
Lauren Henderson
Patricia Hickson
Heidi  Hill-Drum and 

John Drum
Nicole Hogan
Ginger  Janssen
John Jergens
Acqua Hair Design
Robert Johnson and 

Janet Brehe-Johnson
Michelle Jordan
Pavithra Kathanadhi
Nonna Katzenstein
Paul Kivistik
Dave and Karen Kurtzman
Ann Marie Larquier

Les Schwab
Jonathan Long
Matt and Virginia Lorne
Oleg Lubinsky
Monica March and 

Enrique Rodriguez
William Marshman
Tom and Pat Martens
Brian and Jackie Martin
Lauren Martin
Joe Marzocco
Robert and Lynda McDowell
Miguel and Gabriela Mendez
Emily Mertens
Tom and Mary Miller
Heather and Joseph Minner
Jim and Melinda Morris
Martin Mulvihill
Patrick and Mary Linda Nelson
Dennis and Patricia Payeur
Richard Payeur and Scott Hilse
Pearl Izumi
Joe Pepi
Shelby Perry
Lara Peterson
Maria Mircheva and 

John Pickett
Adam Pignatelli
Johnny and Aldine Pignatelli
Pitchette Winery
Grace Praul
Marcy Protteau
Robert and Catherine Richards
Peter and Melinda Riechert
Dr. Rozance
Mike Rubenstein
Sage Consulting
Tamara Sasaki and 

Z.P. Hymanson
Lois Schmelzer
Scottys Hardware
Matthew and Dorian Sheble
Tyler Sheble
Sheridan Creek Equestrian 
Center
Thomas Smith and 

Dominique Monie
Kara Steeland
Ron and Joan Stingley
Phil and Pam Stirling
Loeta and Frank Stocking
Katherine and R. Andrew Strain

Sugar Pine Foundation
Diane Russell and 

Edward Supplee
Sarah Sussman and 

Nicolas Saint-Arnaud
Ted and Anne Swift
Tahoe Keys Cafe
Tahoe Outdoor Living
Tahoe Tot Spot
Melissa Thaw
David and Judy Thompson
Matthew Tomas
Bonnie Turnbull and 

Scott Brown
Kirstin Underwood
Amber X. Van Cleave
Bryan von Lossberg and 
Genevieve Marsh
Barbara and Ernest Walton
Kristine Wammer
Anita Warren
Amanda Webster
Roland Westergard
Patrick and Rachel Wright
David Ziegler
Lauren Zielinski
Raleigh Zwerin

We would also like to 
highlight the following Russian 
alumni who made generous 
contributions this year:
Vera Akulova
Zhargalma and 

Timerlan Alymbaev 
Eduard Batosirenov 
Tatiania Belyavksaya
Daba Chimitov
Eleonora Eremchenko
Natalia Kravtsova
Vera Kuklina
Natasha Luzhkova
Natalia Malova
Aryuna Mantatova
Igor Moroldoev
Oyuna Nimaeva
Anastasia Ogneva
Olga Plishkina
Sergei Rudikh
Denis Sandanov
Dimitry Ulyanov
Veronika Zhabdorzhieva
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